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I. Chromatic 
I Did Something Bad............................................................................................. Taylor Swift, arr. Noah Manno  

Abigail Wieder, soloist 
 

Eleanor Rigby..........................................................................................................The Beatles, arr. Noah Manno 
Christina Flores, soloist 

 
II. Cantilena Women's Choir 

Night.................................................................................................................................................David A. Sasso 
The sun descending in the west, the evening star does shine;  
The birds are silent in their nest, and I must seek for mine. 

The moon like a flower in heavens high bower, with silent delight sits and smiles on the night. 
Fairwell, green fields and happy groves, where flocks have took delight. 

Where lambs have nibbled, silent moves the feet of angels bright; 
Unseen they pour blessing and joy without ceasing, on each bud and blossom, and each sleeping bosom.  

They look in every thoughtless nest, where birds are covered warm;  
They visit caves of every beast, to keep them all from harm. 

If they see any weeping that should have been sleeping, they pour sleep on their head, and sit down by their bed. 
           Text by William Blake 

Nanga Lin, piano • Jordan Bucks, clarinet 
 
Famine Song................................................................................................Music by Vida, arr. Matthew Culloton 

Ease my spirit, ease my soul, please free my hands from this barren soil. 
Ease my mother, ease my child, earth and sky are reconciled. 

Rain, rain, rain. Rain, rain, rain. 
Weave, my mother, weave, my child, weave your baskets of rushes wild. 

Out of heat, under sun, comes the hunger to everyone.  
Famine's teeth, famine's claw on the sands of Africa. 

Briana Shyver and Claire Weber, soloists 

Crowded Table....................................Words and Music by Natalie Hemby, Lori McKenna, and Brandi Carlile, 
               arr. Andrea Ramsey 

You can hold my hand when you need to let go. I can be a mountain when you're feeling valley low. 
I can be a streetlight showing you the way home, if you hold my hand when you need to let go. 

Refrain: I want a house with a crowded table, and place by the fire for everyone. 
Let us take on the world while we're young and able and bring us back together when the day is done. 
If we want a garden, we're gonna have to sow the seed, plant a little happiness let the roots run deep.  

If it's love that we give, then it's love that we reap. If we want a garden, we're gonna have to sow the seeds. Refrain. 
The door is always open, your picture's on the wall, everyone's a little broken, and everyone belongs. Refrain. 

Nanga Lin, piano • Julie Lane, soprano • Tish Brown, fiddle 



III. Chorale  
From Der 96. Psalm  ..................................................................................Johann Gotttlieb Naumann (1770-1827) 
                                      Edited and arranged by Jeffrey S. Gemmell 
 II. Singet dem Herrn 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; proclaim good tidings of his salvation from day to day. 

Tell of his glory among the nations, his wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.  

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 
Elise Eggleston, soprano • Sarah Mason, alto  

 III. Es stehet herrlich 
Splendor and majesty are before him, strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in holy attire; tremble before him, all the earth. 
Elise Eggleston, soprano • Seth Lynn, baritone 

 V. Himmel freue sich 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all it contains.  

Let the field exult, and all that is in it.  
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy before the Lord, for he is coming. 

He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
Elise Eggleston, soprano • Haley Richard, alto  

We Remember Them.........................................................................................................................Susan LaBarr 
At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer; at the opening of the buds and in rebirth of spring; 

At the rising of the sun and at its going down; we remember them. 
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter; at the rustling of the leaves and beauty of autumn times; 

At the start of the year and when it ends; we remember them. As long as we live, they too will live. 
When we are weary and in need of strength, when we are lost and sick at heart; 

When we have joy, we crave to share; we remember them. 
        Text by Sylvan Kamens and Rabbi Jack Riemer 
 

IV. University Choir 
Scarborough Fair...................................Words adapted by C. E. Walz; Music by C. E. Walz and Larry Shackle 
Fly Away Home .....................................................................................................Words and Music by Pinkzebra 
Goodnight Moon................................................................................................................................Eric Whitacre  

In the great green room, there was a telephone and a red balloon and a picture of the cow jumping over the moon, 
and there were three little bears sitting on chairs, and two little kittens, and a pair of mittens, 
and a little toy house, and a young mouse, and a comb and a brush and a bowl full of mush,  

and a quiet old lady who was whispering hush. Goodnight room, goodnight moon,  
goodnight cow jumping over the moon, goodnight light and the red balloon, goodnight bears, goodnight chairs, 

goodnight kittens, goodnight mittens, goodnight clocks and goodnight socks, goodnight little house,  
goodnight mouse, goodnight comb and goodnight brush, goodnight nobody and goodnight mush, 

and goodnight to the old lady whispering hush. Goodnight stars, goodnight air, goodnight noises everywhere. 
        Text by Margaret Wise Brown 

The Times They Are A-Changin'.......................................................................Words and Music by Bob Dylan 
Christina Rooks, alto 

V. Choral Union  
If I Had a Hammer................................................................Text by Pete Seeger; Music by Craig Hella Johnson 

Adam Clark and John Zirpoli, percussion 



Selected Program Notes 
 
Night. From Henry H. Leck, Founder and Music Director of the Indianapolis Children's Choir (ICC): "In 1993 I asked 
David to write a composition for ICC. Early in 1994 I received a telephone call from David saying his composition was 
finished. He brought it in and played it. I liked it immediately. I put it before the choir. They liked it immediately. This 
music is extremely well crafted. It is beautifully melodic. It has very interesting harmony and a very sensitive clarinet 
accompanying solo. It is the kind of music that gets locked in your sub-conscious. I was most impressed with the text 
David had chosen. Imagine a senior in high school finding this kind of text and setting it so sensitively. It is a text with 
depth.... This is truly beautiful music .... I hope you love this music as much as we do in Indianapolis." 
 
Famine. Inspired by stories of Sudanese basket weavers, this song expresses the pain and hope experienced by those in 
the famine of the 1980s. In the midst of hardship, a wonderful new sense of creativity emerged when women began 
weaving baskets as a means of survival. Central to the song is a section of improvisation over shifting chords, which can 
be viewed as the voices of women from other cultures raised in empathy. This piece was originally performed by the 
vocal quartet, VIDA, which performs and records a unique combination of original songs and traditional folk songs from 
the Americas and Europe. Their songs are built on improvisation, rhythmic play, and unconventional harmonies and 
forms. The subjects of the songs are the struggles and joys shared across vibrantly different cultures.  
 
Der 96. Psalm. MU's Tell School Chorale performed the world premiere of this new edition of Naumann's work on 
October 9th along with the Lititz Moravian Collegium Musicum, a professional orchestra founded in 2018 by Dr. 
Gemmell. We are pleased to share excerpts of this large work with you this afternoon, with the piano as our orchestra. 
Johann Gotttlieb Naumann was born in Blasewitz and studied at the Kreuzschule in Dresden, where he was taught by 
Gottfried August Homilius, a student of Bach. Naumann traveled to Italy and met composer Giuseppe Tartini (1692-1770) 
in 1767, who took an interest in his work. Naumann later made his debut as an opera composer in Venice before returning 
to Dresden as a church composer at the Dresden court. Naumann is best known for the familiar chord sequence known as 
the Dresden Amen. The sequence was later used by Felix Mendelssohn in his Reformation Symphony and Richard Wagner 
in his opera Parsifal. This edition was constructed from handwritten parts discovered in the historic Lititz Collegium 
Musicum Collection housed in the Archives of the Moravian Music Foundation in Bethlehem, PA.  
 
Goodnight Moon. Eric Whitacre writes: "Through his first six years, I must have read Goodnight Moon to my son a 
thousand times, maybe more. Somewhere around reading number 500 I began hearing little musical fragments as I read, 
and over time those fragments began to blossom into a simple, sweet lullaby. I knew it was a long shot, but I asked my 
manager, Claire Long, to contact HarperCollins and see if they would allow the text to be set to music. To my surprise and 
delight, they agreed -- the first time they had ever allowed Goodnight Moon to be used in this way. I composed the piece 
relatively quickly, originally setting the text for harp, string orchestra and my son's mother, soprano Hila Plitmann. I later 
arranged Goodnight Moon for soprano and piano. It is now (2017) available for SATB choir." 
 
The Times They Are a-Changin'. From the arranger, Adam Podd: "One great joy of being a choir director who 
arranges music as well, is the possibility it gives to reimagine familiar songs through a different lens which may better suit 
a particular concert program, church service, etc. Bob Dylan's music and lyrics are, of course, among the best in the 
world. As the director of a church choir, I thought [this piece] would be a perfect text for any service or concert with 
themes of social justice. My hope with this arrangement is that the reharmonization and contrasting musical style to the 
original version of the song would bring a new attention and poignancy to these well-known words, and also to give this 
song a second musical home with choirs and in concert halls where it might not normally be found. I invite you to 
approach this piece with the reverence, respect, and awe you would any art song." 
 
If I Had a Hammer. From the arranger/composer, Craig Hella Johnson: "I created this choral setting...for Conspirare [a 
professional choir for which is the founding director] in the fall of 2020. The original song was written by Pete Seeger and 
Lee Hays in 1949. It became a widely known folk anthem and rallying call for justice and equality. Although I refer to 
this piece as an arrangement, the music is almost entirely new with only a few references to the original melody. The lyric 
is used in its complete original form. We continue to live in a world in which we continue to need songs that can be 
vehicles for our own cries of justice, equality, and peace. As we sing this song, we can feel empowered by all those who 
have raised their voices before us, singing passionately and working bravely to create a better world." 
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