
OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT for COLLEGIUM CONCERT, October 9, 2022. 
 
Hello, everyone, and welcome to the sixth concert of the newly restored Lititz Moravian Collegium 
Musicum. Originally founded in the 1760’s, we were revived in 2018 as Lancaster County’s newest, yet 
oldest chamber orchestra.  
 For those of you who haven’t attended a Collegium Musicum concert before, the term 
“Collegium” – and we do like to use the German pronunciation – “CoLEGium” – was originally used to 
describe groups organized to play chamber music and small orchestral works during the early 1700s in 
various German towns, especially Hamburg and Leipzig. As these ensembles multiplied, reflecting the 
rising middle class, they occupied a position between institutionalized church music and music of the 
princely courts. Hence, the term collegium musicum is not clearly defined and collegia musica differed 
in size, social status, level of musical training and expertise, choice of music, and the private or public 
appeal of their performances. In colonial Moravian settlements such as here in Lititz, amateur 
musicians assembled and played for their own entertainment and for the delight of others. They met 
regularly to play in relatively informal settings and guests were often invited to listen. You can read 
more about this in your program, but I like to think of it as the repertoire the church musicians played 
the other six days of the week! Our Collegium today needs to be adjusted somewhat to account for the 
excellent professional musicians we have assembled here – including church members – and, yet we 
are purposefully informal in our presentation. We rehearsed all together for the first time this 
afternoon at 3pm, enjoyed a lovely dinner together, and now would like to share the fruits of our 
efforts with you this evening. 
 Within the past year, I have edited most of the music in this concert from handwritten 
manuscripts or original period publications that over 200 years old. They are to be found in the Lititz 
Collegium Musicum Collection stored safely in the Moravian Music Archives in Bethlehem, PA. I would 
like to thank the Moravian Music Foundation and the Northern Province Moravian Archives for their 
continued support and encouragement, as well as the Lititz Museum Archives and the special help of 
Tom Wentzel and Marian Shatto. In addition, we could not present these concerts without the expert 
assistance of congregation members John and MaryLee Yerger, who have helped with everything from 
bowing the string parts, to contracting the musicians, to organizing the seating arrangement and 
setting up the sanctuary for our ensemble. I would also like to publicly acknowledge and thank the 
ensemble of culinary artists whom I refer to as our “Collegium Chefs”: Mary Sweger, Kim Barabas, 
Doodie and Bill Charles, and Anne Wentzel. They have donated their time, effort, and even monetary 
treasure to provide a light meal for all the performers. Of course, a gigantic special thanks to MU's Tell 
School Chorale. This is the university's most select choral ensemble and, as you will hear, these 
students have worked tirelessly to prepare this challenging program. They have even sacrificed part of 
their Fall Break to be with us tonight, but promised that the Moravian Sugar Cake and Wilbur Buds 
served for dessert would make it all worth it!!  
 And, finally, thank you for your support in purchasing tickets this evening. I do need to ask you 
for one more contribution, however: your musical talent. At the appointed time – during the hymns – 
please stand as you are able and sing out with a strong voice!!! We need your heartfelt singing to make 
our Collegium complete. Let's prepare to launch our musical time machine.…so buckle up and prepare 
to experience, “history you can hear!” 
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